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Project 

Title 

Impact of climate change on health systems - a review of jurisdictional 

approaches 

Supervisor 
Daniel Landon (Health, Infrastructure and Communications) and 

A/Professor Aparna Lal (ANU) 

Address Bowes St Woden 

Telephone 0434 668 495 

Email Daniel.landon@act.gov.au 

Confirmation of supervisor availability across all key dates  Yes 

 

Lead discipline (please select one) 

□ Nursing and Midwifery 

□ Allied Health 

□ Medicine 

□ Pre-clinical 

□ Health Economics 

□ Biostatistics 

□ Value-based Healthcare 

□ Epidemiology 

X Health Policy □ Other 
 

Does this project involve research about Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander health? 

□   X No 

 

Outline of the project (250 words max) 

The World Health Organization has described climate change as the defining issue for public 
health in the 21st century. Climate change affects health in many ways both directly (e.g. 
increased intensity and frequency of extreme weather events such as heatwaves, floods 
and bushfires) and indirectly (eg worsening air quality, changes in the spread of infectious 
diseases, risks to food safety and drinking water quality, and effects on mental health).  
There will be significant effects on health systems and services.  
 
Jurisdictions around the world are investing in understanding and assessing the risks of 
climate change to public health better as well as developing policy and program responses.  
 
The student will review the way in which Australian and international jurisdictions are 
preparing for the likely effects of climate change on health and health systems.  
 
We are particularly interested in how governments and public sector Health agencies are 
planning to adapt to climate impacts, including examples of publicly available Health 
adaptation and/or resilience plans, strategies or policies.   
 

 

Proposed research methods 

The student will undertake systematic search including the use of text mining methods, of 



both peer reviewed and grey literature, followed by document analysis. 
 
Some stakeholder consultation may be involved. 

 

Preferred study discipline being undertaken by the student 

This project is open to a range of disciplines and will suit a student interested in climate 
change, population health and/or policy. 

 

Benefits to the student and to the department 

This project will benefit ACT Health by providing an understanding of how other 
jurisdictions are preparing their health system for the likely impacts of climate change to 
support continued alignment of ACT Health planning to the national context.  
 
The student will improve their capability to use text mining methods, systematic searches 
and document analysis. They will also have the opportunity to learn the current evidence 
and latest policy responses in the critical research and policy topic of the impacts of climate 
change on health. 

 

How does this project align with any or all of the three strategic objectives of Better 
Together: A strategic plan for research in the ACT health system (100w max) 

Better together - A strategic plan for research in the ACT health system 2022–2030 
 

Objective 1: The ACT health system becomes a learning health system 
This project focuses on current evidence from grey literature using techniques such as text 
mining. The joint supervision (ACT Health and ANU) will provide the opportunity to for 
capacity building for the student and each organisation.  
Objective 2: ACT people have capacity to undertake   high value research in the health system 

This project will be jointly supervised by ACT Health and ANU, providing an opportunity for 
engagement and learning across the two sectors. The student will learn methodological 
expertise from the ANU supervisor, and increase their understanding of the policy context 
both from their ACT Health supervisor and research itself.  The two supervisors will have 
the opportunity to develop a deeper understanding about the capabilities and culture of 
government and research institutes respectively.  
 

 

ACTHD/CHS Department where the student will be based 

Preventive and Population Health, ACT Health 

 

https://health.act.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-07/Research%20Strategic%20Plan.pdf

