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Project 

Title 

Food insecurity in the ACT: Development of a research protocol to 

increase our understanding of the distribution of risk and protective 

factors for food insecurity in the Australian Capital Territory.  

Supervisors 
Glenn Draper – Senior Epidemiologist & Louise Broomhead Senior 

Public Health Nutritionist 

Address 4 Bowes Street Woden 

Telephone 02 5124 9488 

Email glenn.draper@act.gov.au 

Confirmation of supervisor availability across all key 

dates  
Yes 

 

Lead discipline (please select one) 

□ Nursing and Midwifery 

□ Allied Health 

□ Medicine 

□ Pre-clinical 

□ Health Economics 

□ Biostatistics 

□ Value-based Healthcare 

□ Epidemiology 

□ Health Policy □ Other 
 

Does this project involve research about Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander health? 

□ Yes □ No 

 

Outline of the project (250 words max) 

ACT Health wishes to gain a deeper understanding of food insecurity in the ACT, including 
distribution, risks and protective factors using linked administrative data.  Stage one of the 
project which included a detailed literature review, an examination of suitable data 
sources and identification of a broad research questions has been completed.   
 
We are seeking an enthusiastic person to undertake the project’s second stage, which will 
include the identification of a suitable research methodology (including literature review), 
completion of a research protocol and preparation of an ethics application to be 
submitted to the ACT Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC).  
 

 

Proposed research methods 

The proposed research will include a detailed literature review of appropriate statistical 
methods that may be used to calculate the risk associated with food insecurity in the ACT 
using linked administrative data. This will be undertaken in collaboration with staff from 
the ACT Health Directorate’s Epidemiology Section, including the Section’s Biostatistician.   
 

 



Preferred study discipline being undertaken by the student 

Social sciences, health science, public health, Epidemiology 
 

 

Benefits to the student and to the department 

The student will benefit from applying their research skills in a real-world environment 
while developing a detailed research methodology in collaboration with experienced 
epidemiologists and Biostatisticians. The student will also gain valuable experience writing 
ethics applications and data linkage applications.  
 

 

How does this project align with any or all of the three strategic objectives of Better 
Together: A strategic plan for research in the ACT health system (100w max) 

Better together - A strategic plan for research in the ACT health system 2022–2030 
The present research aligns with the majority of the strategic actions presented in the ACT 
strategic plan for research in the ACT health system. This includes investment in both 
people and statistical research infrastructure and methodologies, a focus on core 
priorities and research gaps. The Epidemiology Section views the ACT Health vacation 
study program specifically, as a means of fostering an interest in epidemiology and health 
statistical research while providing students with the opportunity to apply their skills in 
the real world.  
 

 

ACTHD/CHS Department where the student will be based 

Data Analytics Branch – Epidemiology Section.  
ACT Health Directorate.  
 

 

https://health.act.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-07/Research%20Strategic%20Plan.pdf

