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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

—
From: Rainbow, Jed

Sent: Tuesday, 1 February 2022 11:09 AM

To: COVID-19 Media

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally; Harper, Charlotte (Health)

Subject: RE: For clearance: Media response - vaccination status

Will get back to you — cheers.

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit
Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobile: | I cnail: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 1 February 2022 11:00 AM

To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Harper, Charlotte (Health) <Charlotte.A.Harper@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: For clearance: Media response - vaccination status

OFFICIAL
Thanks Jed, given that just want to confirm you’re happy with this bit being removed in that case:

e Of those who have died in 2022, a number were already undergoing palliative care at the time of their
death.

Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 1 February 2022 10:57 AM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Harper, Charlotte (Health) <Charlotte.A.Harper@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: For clearance: Media response - vaccination status

Thanks Alex — if it can’t be backed up with data then yes, best left out.

Happy to proceed as cleared below. Cheers.

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit
Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobile:_ Email: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 1 February 2022 10:07 AM
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To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Harper, Charlotte (Health) <Charlotte.A.Harper@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: For clearance: Media response - vaccination status

OFFICIAL

Hi Jed,

Re the line the Minister has added about deaths receiving palliative care - our preference would be not to use this
line. While we have some anecdotal information on this, we cannot back it up with data. As such if we are asked to
clarify the numbers, we will not be able to do so.

Given this, please let me know how you would like to proceed
Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 31 January 2022 5:11 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: For clearance: Media response - vaccination status

Hi team
Approved as below — but Minister has asked if we can say what number of people died in palliative care, please.
She’d also really like to know the vax status of all people in ICU and those who've died, if at all possible.

Cheers
Jed

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit
Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobile:_l Email: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

e In 2022 the number of deaths among COVID-19 cases remains relatively small at a total of 11.

e Approximately half of those who died with COVID were fully vaccinated (two or more doses) and half were
unvaccinated, not fully vaccinated or vaccination status is unknown.

e ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
However, it is important to note that there are often several complexities associated with the cause of death
for an individual, including possible underlying health conditions. Of those who have died in 2022, a number
were already undergoing palliative care at the time of their death.

e The key message from experts remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of serious illness for
the majority of people, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated.

2
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» Where possible, clinical staff ask patients about their vaccination status on arrival in a health facility and
record details. Currently the data does not distinguish between those who have had two doses of a COVID-
19 vaccination and those who have had three. Both groups are included in the category ‘fully vaccinated’.

e There have been 25 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022 (8pm):

9 fully vaccinated

6 not vaccinated

1 vaccinated with 1 dose

9 vaccination status unknown

O 0 0 O

Sent: Monday, 24 January :

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID—19Media@,act.gov.au>
Subject: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi team,

I know ACT Health does not reveal the COVID-19 vaccination status of individuals who have died due to privacy but |
was hoping this information could be provided as part of a group, as it has been in the past.

| was hoping it would be possible to get this data for the deaths and ICU admissions which have occurred in 2022.

This information is something readers of The Canberra Times have been asking about in recent weeks, especially as
other states have provided this information. It helps people to understand the nature of the outbreak and the
importance of vaccines.

Please see some questions below. Would be great if we could chat about this tomorrow.
Of the COVID-19 deaths in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

e Unvaccinated?

e Had received one dose?

e Had received two doses?

e Had received boosters shots?

Of the COVID-19 ICU admissions in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

¢ Unvaccinated?

e Had received one dose?

e Had received two doses?

e Had received boosters shots?

Thanks,
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Journalist
Australian Community Media

cj www.can!erratimes.com.au

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not
the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached
files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated
without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender
immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media does not guarantee the
accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are
not secure, therefore Australian Community Media does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of this
message or attached files.
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I’m not keen on the palliative statement, rather something more general.
Remind me though why we don’t have booster status, noting almost complete data on hospitalisation?
K
Kerryn
Public Health, Protection and Regulation | ACT Health Directorate
PH 5124 9442 | MO
25 Mulley Street, HOLDER ACT 2611| GPO Box 825, Canberra City ACT 2601
E Kerryn.coleman@act.gov.au W https://health.act.gov.au/

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:46 PM

To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL
I've added a line about national palliative care trends — let me know what you think. This is from Minister Hunt’s
remarks on Monday: https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/canberra-press-
conference-31-january-2022-on-gustralia-covid-update-vaccine-booster-program-and-omicron-ba2-sub-variant

® In 2022 the number of deaths among COVID-19 cases remains relatively small at a total of 11.

» Approximately half of those who died with COVID were fully vaccinated (two or more doses) and half were
unvaccinated, not fully vaccinated or vaccination status is unknown.

» ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
However, it is important to note that there are often several complexities associated with the cause of death
for an individual, including possible underlying health conditions.

e Due to the ACT’s small sample size of deaths it is difficult to identify trends, however national data from the
Commonwealth indicates that of deaths from COVID-19 nationwide, about 60 per cent were receiving
palliative care.

» The key message from experts remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of serious illness for
the majority of people, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated.
» Where possible, clinical staff ask patients about their vaccination status on arrival in a health facility and
record details. Currently the data does not distinguish between those who have had two doses of a COVID-
19 vaccination and those who have had three. Both groups are included in the category ‘fully vaccinated’.
» There have been 25 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022 (8pm):
o 9 fully vaccinated
o 6 not vaccinated
o 1vaccinated with 1 dose
o 9 vaccination status unknown
Thanks
Alex
Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au
Media line: 02 6205 9099
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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

From: COVID-19 Media

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 4:57 PM
To: “covm-w Media
Subject: - Media Inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL
If we can’t get this one over the line by the end of tomorrow, happy to look at that. Leave it with me.
Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 lv- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:31 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Alex,

Further to our conversation earlier, | would welcome a background briefing if there are difficulties in articulating the
data.

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

T
W : imes.com.au

On Fri, Jan 28, 2022 at 5:22 PM COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au> wrote:
OFFICIAL
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Hi-

Will have to be Monday morning for this one —apologies.
Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

rror: S
Sent: Monday, anuary ;

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi team,

| know ACT Health does not reveal the COVID-19 vaccination status of individuals who have died due to privacy but
| was hoping this information could be provided as part of a group, as it has been in the past.

| was hoping it would be possible to get this data for the deaths and ICU admissions which have occurred in 2022.
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This information is something readers of The Canberra Times have been asking about in recent weeks, especially as
other states have provided this information. It helps people to understand the nature of the outbreak and the

importance of vaccines.

Please see some questions below. Would be great if we could chat about this tomorrow.

Of the COVID-19 deaths in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

Unvaccinated?

Had received one dose?

Had received two doses?

Had received boosters shots?

Of‘the COVID-19 ICU admissions in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

Unvaccinated?

Had received one dose?

Had received two doses?
Had received boosters shots?

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

Wtimes.com.au

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are
not the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any
attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part-ofit should be reproduced, adapted or
communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please
advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media
does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files.
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<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Kerryn and Sally

Commonwealth data reveals 78% of deaths due to COVID 19 are in the 70 years and older age group. (NSW data
85%).

Older age is in itself a significant risk factor for all serious illnesses particularly when combined with significant
underlying health conditions.

ACT Health treats each individual no matter the age on their clinical presentation and provides appropriate
therapeutic interventions as indicated.

Currently the line list received from the CHECC includes dose 1 and dose 2 vaccines but not a line for boosters. We
can ask for this. For the deaths Bec can and has looked up their status on AlR.

Not sure if this helps .

Robyn

From: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 5:13 PM

To:/‘McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie @act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>;
Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Hi all = not sure if you have had a chance to think about what would be useful to compare.

I’'m not keen on the palliative statement, rather something more general.

Remind me though why we don’t have booster status, noting almost complete data on hospitalisation?
K

Kerryn
Public Health, Protection and Regulation |ACT Health Directorate

PH 5124 9442 | MOB
25 Mulley Street, HOLDER ACT 2611| GPO Box 825, Canberra City ACT 2601

E Kerryn.coleman@act.gov.au W https://health.act.gov.au/

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:46 PM

To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

I've added a line about national palliative care trends — let me know what you think. This is from Minister Hunt’s
remarks on Monday: https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/canberra-press-
conference-31-january-2022-on-australia-covid-update-vaccine-booster-program-and-omicron-ba2-sub-variant




88

®|n 2022 the number of deaths among COVID-19 cases remains relatively small at a total of 11.

» Approximately half of those who died with COVID were fully vaccinated (two or more doses) and half were
unvaccinated, not fully vaccinated or vaccination status is unknown.

» ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
However, it is important to note that there are often several complexities associated with the cause of death
for an individual, including possible underlying health conditions.

e Due to the ACT’s small sample size of deaths it is difficult to identify trends, however national data from the
Commonwealth indicates that of deaths from COVID-19 nationwide, about 60 per cent were receiving
palliative care.

e The key message from experts remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of serious illness for
the majority of people, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated.

e Where possible, clinical staff ask patients about their vaccination status on arrival in a health facility and
record details. Currently the data does not distinguish between those who have had two doses of a COVID-

19 vaccination and those who have had three. Both groups are included in the category “fully vaccinated’.

» There have been 25 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022 (8pm):

o 9 fully vaccinated

o 6 not vaccinated

o 1vaccinated with 1 dose

o 9 vaccination status unknown
Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 02 6207 5253 |v- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099
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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

From: McConachie, Alex
Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 10:51 AM
To: Singleton, Sally (Health); Van Aalst, Sally; Coleman, Kerryn (Health); Walker, Robyn
(Health); Hundy, Rebecca (Health)
Cc: COVID-19 Media; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
Subject: RE: Vaccination data response
OFFICIAL
Hi Sally,

Yes the query was for 2022 only — here’s the full text of the enquiry for reference:

| know ACT Health does not reveakthe COVID-19 vaccination status of individuals who have died due to privacy but |
was hoping this information could be provided as part of a group, as it has been in the past.

| was hoping it would be possible to get this data for the deaths and ICU admissions which have occurred in 2022.

This information is something readers of The Canberra Times have been asking about in recent weeks, especially as
other states have provided this information. It helps people to understand the nature of the outbreak and the
importance of vaccines.

Please see some questions below. Would be great if we could chat about this tomorrow.
Of the COVID-19 deaths in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

e Unvaccinated?

e Had received one dose?

e Had received two doses?
e Had received boosters shots?

Of the COVID-19 ICU admissions in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

Unvaccinated?

®

e Had received one dose?

e Had received two doses?

e Had received boosters shots?
Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T02 6207 5253 w- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au
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From: Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 6:48:29 PM

To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>; McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>;
Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Kerryn and Sally

Commonwealth data reveals 78% of deaths due to COVID 19 are in the 70 years and older age group. (NSW data

85%).

Older age is in itself a significant risk factor for all serious illnesses particularly when combined with significant
underlying health conditions.

ACT Health treats each individual no matter the age on their clinical presentation and provides appropriate
therapeutic interventions as indicated.

Currently the line list received from the CHECC includes dose 1 and dose 2 vaccines but not a line for boosters. We
can ask for this. For the deaths Bec can and has looked up their status on AIR.

Not sure if this helps

Robyn

From: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 5:13 PM

To: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie @act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>;
Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Hi all — not sure if you have had a chance to think about what would be useful to compare.

I’'m not keen on the palliative statement, rather something more general.

Remind me though why we don’t have booster status, noting almost complete data on hospitalisation?
K

Kerryn
Public Health, Protection and Regulation | ACT Health Directorate

PH 5124 9442 | MO
25 Mulley Street, HOLDER ACT 2611 | GPO Box 825, Canberra City ACT 2601

E Kerryn.coleman@act.gov.au W https://health.act.gov.au/

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:46 PM

To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL
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I've added a line about national palliative care trends — let me know what you think. This is from Minister Hunt’s
remarks on Monday: https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/canberra-press-
conference-31-january-2022-on-australia-covid-update-vaccine-hooster-program-and-omicron-ba2-sub-variant

® In 2022 the number of deaths among COVID-19 cases remains relatively small at a total of 11.

» Approximately half of those who died with COVID were fully vaccinated (two or more doses) and half were
unvaccinated, not fully vaccinated or vaccination status is unknown.

* ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
However, it is important to note that there are often several complexities associated with the cause of death
for an individual, including possible underlying health conditions.

e Due to the ACT’s small sample size of deaths it is difficult to identify trends, however national data from the
Commonwealth indicates that of deaths from COVID-19 nationwide, about 60 per cent were receiving
palliative care.

e The key message from experts remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of serious iliness for
the majority of people, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated.

e Where possible, clinical staff ask patients about their vaccination status on arrival in a health facility and
record details. Currently the data does not distinguish between those who have had two doses of a COVID-
19 vaccination and those who have had three. Both groups are included in the category “fully vaccinated’.

» There have been 25 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022 (8pm):

o 9 fully vaccinated

o 6 not vaccinated

o 1 vaccinated with 1 dose

o 9 vaccination status unknown
Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 02 6207 5253 N- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099
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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

From: Johnston, Vanessa (Health)
Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 2:50 PM
To: McConachie, Alex; Hundy, Rebecca (Health)
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally; Singleton, Sally (Health); Walker, Robyn (Health)
Subject: RE: Vaccination data response
OFFICIAL

Good you can count Alex — thanks.
All good to go to Kerryn.

Best,
Vanessa

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 2:23 PM

To:Johnston, Vanessa (Health) <Vanessa.Johnston@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health)
<Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Walker,
Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Hi Vanessa,

Not quite sure where we’re stuck here — | have gone back through the epis though and found that on the 16" we
reported 1 new death through epi, but the total increased by 2 due to a backlogged death being reported by an
RACF so the total increased by 2 that day and we publicly reported both.

Let me know if that solves the issue or you were referring to something else!

Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
T 02 6207 5253 Mi covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Johnston, Vanessa (Health) <Vanessa.Johnston@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 2:12 PM )

To: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Walker,
Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response
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OFFICIAL

Looks to be in this daily epi report?
Alex/Sal — how do we want to deal with this?

Vv

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 2:08 PM

To: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; Johnston, Vanessa (Health)
<Vanessa.Johnston@act.gov.au>

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Walker,
Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response _

OFFICIAL

Hi all,
| arh tracking deaths reported on the following dates:

11/1 (male in 80s)

16/1 x2 (male in 50s and male in 90s)
17/1 (female in 50s)

18/1 (female in 80s)

21/1 x2 (male in 60s and male in 90s)
24/1 x2 (male in 40s and male in 90s)
25/1 (female in 80s)

28/1 (male in 80s)

Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
T 02 6207 5253 _ covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 2:03 PM

To: Johnston, Vanessa (Health) <Vanessa.Johnston@act.gov.au>; McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie @act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Walker,
Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Hi Vanesa
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e Commonwealth and NSW data reveal that approximately 80% of deaths due to COVID-19 are in those aged
70 years and over.

Hospital admissions in 2022 from COVID-19
® There have been 22 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022:

o 15 fully vaccinated including 3 who had received a booster dose
o 7 unvaccinated

® Due to the relatively small number of deaths and ICU admission in the ACT, it is not possible to identify
trends by vaccination status, although, with such a high vaccination rate in the ACT and level of community
transmission of COVID-19, we expect to see some severe illness and deaths from COVID-19 among
vaccinated individuals.

e Thisis reflected in NSW data where among cases between 26 November 2021 and 8 January 2022, although
the number of hospitalisations, admissions to ICU and deaths is greater among those who had received two
effective doses than those with no effective dose, the percentage of cases with these outcomes is still much
higher among those with no effective dose. Among cases aged 12 years and over with no effective dose in
NSW, 8.9% of cases were hospitalised, 1.5% of cases were admitted to ICU, and 0.6% of cases died. In
comparison, among cases who had received two effective doses, 1.0% of cases were hospitalised, 0.1% were
admitted to ICU, and less than 0.1% died.

® The key message from experts and real world data remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of
serious illness, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated. The booster
vaccination is particularly important in preventing serious health outcomes from the Omicron variant.

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 12:56 PM

To: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>; Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Johnston,
Vanessa (Health) <Vanessa.Johnston@act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Hi Bec,

I’'m sorry about this — I’'m tracking 11 deaths that we have publicly reported since 1 January — can we double check
this please? We need to get this one resolved today please so a response as soon as possible would be appreciated.

Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 02 6207 5253 IV- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au
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Kerryn and Sally

Commonwealth data reveals 78% of deaths due to COVID 19 are in the 70 years and older age group. (NSW data
85%).

Older age is in itself a significant risk factor for all serious ilinesses particularly when combined with significant
underlying health conditions.

ACT Health treats each individual no matter the age on their clinical presentation and provides appropriate
therapeutic interventions as indicated.

Currently the line list received from the CHECC includes dose 1 and dose 2 vaccines but not a line for boosters. We
can ask for this. For the deaths Bec can and has looked up their status on AIR.

Not sure if this helps

Robyn

From: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 5:13 PM

To: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McCdnachie@act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>;
Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Sul;fject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Hi all — not sure if you have had a chance to think about what would be useful to compare.

I’'m not keen on the palliative statement, rather something more general.

Remind me though why we don’t have booster status, noting almost complete data on hospitalisation?
K

Kerryn

Public Health, Protection and Regulation |ACT Health Directorate
PH 5124 9442 | MO—

25 Mulley Street, HOLDER ACT 2611 | GPO Box 825, Canberra City ACT 2601
E Kerryn.coleman@act.gov.au W https://health.act.gov.au/

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie @act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:46 PM

To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

I've added a line about national palliative care trends — let me know what you think. This is from Minister Hunt’s
remarks on Monday: https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/canberra-press-
conference-31-january-2022-on-australia-covid-update-vaccine-booster-program-and-omicron-ba2-sub-variant

¢ |n 2022 the number of deaths among COVID-19 cases remains rel'atively small at a total of 11.

e  Approximately half of those who died with COVID were fully vaccinated (two or more doses) and half were
unvaccinated, not fully vaccinated or vaccination status is unknown.

10
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ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
However, it is important to note that there are often several complexities associated with the cause of death
for an individual, including possible underlying health conditions.

Due to the ACT’s small sample size of deaths it is difficult to identify trends, however national data from the
Commonwealth indicates that of deaths from COVID-19 nationwide, about 60 per cent were receiving

palliative care.

The key message from experts remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of serious illness for
the majority of people, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated.

Where possible, clinical staff ask patients about their vaccination status on arrival in a health facility and
record details. Currently the data does not distinguish between those who have had two doses of a COVID-

19 vaccination and those who have had three. Both groups are included in the category ‘fully vaccinated’.

There have been 25 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022 (8pm):

-

o 9 fully vaccinated

o 6 not vaccinated

o 1vaccinated with 1 dose

o 9 vaccination status unknown
Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
T02 6207 5253 M‘ covid-19media@act gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

11
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Lowes, Shannon {Health)

—_—— = =
From: Coleman, Kerryn (Health)
Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 3:29 PM
To: McConachie, Alex
Cc: COVID-19 Media; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer; Johnston, Vanessa

(Health); Hundy, Rebecca (Health); Walker, Robyn (Health); Singleton, Sally (Health);
Van Aalst, Sally
Subject: RE: Revised vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Thanks Alex — this is good, and we should provide this.

They are aware of our concerns about palliative care comment —we cannot back up with evidence any comment we
make about palliative care in our deathsas don’t routinely collect that data, risk of being seen callous or similar to
commenting on it particularly if we cannot back it up... if framed as not unexpected in this group with age and under
lying comorbidities reflect susceptibility rather than its not unexpected because they are dying anyway?!?

K

rryn
Public Health, Protection and Regulation | ACT Health Directorate

PH 5124 9442 | Mom
25 Mulley Street, HO GPO Box 825, Canberra City ACT 2601

E Kerryn.coleman@act.gov.au W https://health.act.gov.au/

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 2:53 PM

To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <CCVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; Johnston, Vanessa (Health) <Vanessa.Johnston@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca
(Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>; Singleton, Sally
(Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: Revised vaccination data response

Hi Kerryn,

Hoping we have hit the mark here with this revised response — we’ve been working extensively with Vanessa, Bec,
Robyn and Sally on landing it at this point. Let me know what you think.

| think it would be good if we could have a background explanation from the Minister’s Office about why we haven’t
referred to palliative care here too — perhaps we could say broader age data was more relevant in presenting this
dataset?

Deaths in 2022 from COVID-19
e From 1Jan 2022, there have been 11 deaths from COVID-19 in the ACT, 6 of these were in residents of aged

care facilities.

e 7 of the people who died with COVID in 2022 were aged over 65 years, including four who were aged in
their 80s and 3 in their 90s.

¢ 6 had received a primary course (two doses) of COVID-19 vaccine, of which 1 had received a booster dose. Two
were partially vaccinated, two were unvaccinated, and one person had an unknown vaccination status.

1
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ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
Older age is a risk factor for severe 'disease, including death, as are several underlying comorbidities.

Commonwealth and NSW data reveal that approximately 80% of deaths due to COVID-19 are in those aged
70 years and over.

Hospital admissions in 2022 from COVID-19

Thanks

Alex

There have been 22 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022:

o 15 fully vaccinated including 3 who had received a booster dose
o 7 unvaccinated

Due to the relatively small number of deaths and ICU admission in the ACT, it is not possible to identify
trends by vaccination status, although, with such a high vaccination rate in the ACT and level of community
transmission of COVID-19, we expect to see some severe illness and deaths from COVID-19 among
vaccinated individuals.

This is reflected in NSW data where among cases between 26 November 2021 and 8 January 2022, although
the number of hospitalisations, admissions to ICU and deaths is greater among those who had received two
effective doses than those with no effective dose, the percentage of cases with these outcomes is still much
higher among those with no effective dose. Among cases aged 12 years and over with no effective dose in
NSW, 8.9% of cases were hospitalised, 1.5% of cases were admitted to ICU, and 0.6% of cases died. In
comparison, among cases who had received two effective doses, 1.0% of cases were hospitalised, 0.1% were
admitted to ICU, and less than 0.1% died.

The key message from experts and real world data remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of
serious illness, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated. The booster
vaccination is particularly important in preventing serious health outcomes from the Omicron variant.

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

702 6207 5253 M covic-29media@act gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099
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From: Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 6:48:29 PM
To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>; McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>;
Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Kerryn and Sally

Commonwealth data reveals 78% of deaths due to COVID 19 are in the 70 years and older age group. (NSW data
85%).

Older age is in itself a significant risk factor for all serious illnesses particularly when combined with significant
underlying health conditions.

ACT Health treats each individual no matter the age on their clinical presentation and provides appropriate
therapeutic interventions as indicated.

Currently the line list received from the CHECC includes dose 1 and dose 2 vaccines but not a line for boosters. We
can ask for this. For the deaths Bec can and has looked up their status on AlR.

Notsure if this helps

Robyn

From: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 5:13 PM

To: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>;
Singleton, Sally (Health) <Sally.Singleton@act.gov.au>; Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL

Hi all = not sure if you have had a chance to think about what would be useful to compare.

I'm not keen on the palliative statement, rather something more general.

Remind me though why we don’t have booster status, noting almost complete data on hospitalisation?
K

Kerryn

Public Health, Protection and Regulation |ACT Health Directorate

PH 5124 9442 | Moq

25 Mulley Street, HOLDER ACT 1| GPO Box 825, Canberra City ACT 2601

E Kerryn.coleman@act.gov.au W https://health.act.gov.au/

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:46 PM

To: Coleman, Kerryn (Health) <Kerryn.Coleman@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: Vaccination data response

OFFICIAL
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I've added a line about national palliative care trends — let me know what you think. This is from Minister Hunt’s
remarks on Monday: https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/canberra-press-
conference-31-january-2022-on-australia-covid-update-vaccine-booster-program-and-omicron-ba2-sub-variant

e In 2022 the number of deaths among COVID-19 cases remains relatively small at a total of 11.

e Approximately half of those who died with COVID were fully vaccinated (two or more doses) and half were
unvaccinated, not fully vaccinated or vaccination status is unknown.

o ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
However, it is important to note that there are often several complexities associated with the cause of death
for an individual, including possible underlying health conditions.

e Due to the ACT’s small sample size of deaths it is difficult to identify trends, however national data from the
Commonwealth indicates that of deaths from COVID-19 nationwide, about 60 per cent were receiving
palliative care.

¢ The key message from experts remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of serious illness for
the majority of people, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated.

» Where possible, clinical staff ask patients about their vaccination status on arrival in a health facility and
record details. Currently the data does not distinguish between those who have had two doses of a COVID-
19 vaccination and those who have had three. Both groups are included in the category ‘fully vaccinated’.

o There have been 25 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022 (8pm):

o 9 fully vaccinated

o 6 not vaccinated

o 1vaccinated with 1 dose

o 9 vaccination status unknown
Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 02 6207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099
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SRS
From: Rainbow, Jed
Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 3:40 PM
To: COVID-19 Media
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally
Subject: RE: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Thanks Alex — with he Min.

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit
Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobil_EmaiI: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 3:32 PM

To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Hi Jed,

OFFICIAL

Please see below revised response for the Minister’s review. | understand CHO has communicated ACT Health’s
advice/concerns in relation to specifically discussing palliative care to the Minister, but please let me know if you
need any further context.

Deaths in 2022 from COVID-19

From 1 Jan 2022, there have been 11 deaths from COVID-19 in the ACT, 6 of these were in residents of aged
care facilities.

7 of the people who died with COVID in 2022 were aged over 65 years, including four who were aged in
their 80s and 3 in their 90s.

e 6 had received a primary course (two doses) of COVID-19 vaccine, of which 1 had received a booster dose. Two

were partially vaccinated, two were unvaccinated, and one person had an unknown vaccination status.
ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
Older age is a risk factor for severe disease, including death, as are several underlying comorbidities.

Commonwealth and NSW data reveal that approximately 80% of deaths due to COVID-19 are in those aged
70 years and over.

Hospital admissions in 2022 from COVID-19

There have been 22 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022:

o 15 fully vaccinated including 3 who had received a booster dose
o 7 unvaccinated

Due to the relatively small number of deaths and ICU admission in the ACT, it is not possible to identify
trends by vaccination status, although, with such a high vaccination rate in the ACT and level of community
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transmission of COVID-19, we expect to see some severe illness and deaths from COVID-19 among
vaccinated individuals.

e This is reflected in NSW data where among cases between 26 November 2021 and 8 January 2022, although
the number of hospitalisations, admissions to ICU and deaths is greater among those who had received two
effective doses than those with no effective dose, the percentage of cases with these outcomes is still much
higher among those with no effective dose. Among cases aged 12 years and over with no effective dose in

NSW, 8.9% of cases were hospitalised, 1.5% of cases were admitted to ICU, and 0.6% of cases died. In

comparison, among cases who had received two effective doses, 1.0% of cases were hospitalised, 0.1% were

admitted to ICU, and less than 0.1% died.

* The key message from experts and real world data remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of

serious illness, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated. The booster
vaccination is particularly important in preventing serious health outcomes from the Omicron variant.

Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 N- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:22 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Hi Alex
Waiting on some lines on palliative care from the CHO.
We don’t want to say we can’t get palliative care death information.

Cheers
Jed

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit

Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobil_ Email: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:34 PM

To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL

Hi Jed,
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| know there are a few conversations going on about the vaccination data response to- do you have
any updates from your end how it is tracking?

Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 covid-19media@act.gov.au
health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:31 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Alex,

Further to our conversation earlier, | would welcome a background briefing if there are difficulties in articulating the
data.

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

cj www.can!erratimes.com.au

On Fri, Jan 28, 2022 at 5:22 PM COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au> wrote:
OFFICIAL

I

Will have to be Monday morning for this one —apologies.

Thanks
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Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T02 6207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

Sent: Monday, anuary :

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi team,

| know ACT Health does not reveal the COVID-19 vaccination status of individuals who have died due to privacy but
| was hoping this information could be provided as part of a group, as it has been in the past.

I was hoping it would be possible to get this data for the deaths and ICU admissions which have occurred in 2022.

This information is something readers of The Canberra Times have been asking about in recent weeks, especially as
other states have provided this information. It helps people to understand the nature of the outbreak and the
importance of vaccines.

Please see some questions below. Would be great if we could chat about this tomorrow.
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Of the COVID-19 deaths in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

Unvaccinated?

Had received one dose?

e Had received two doses?
Had received boosters shots?

®

Of the COVID-19 ICU admissions in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

Unvaccinated?

Had received one dose?

Had received two doses?
Had received boosters shots?

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

Mm
Www.canberratimes.com.au

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are
not the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any
attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or
communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please
advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media
does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files.
Internet communications are not secure, therefore Australian Community Media does not accept legal responsibility
for the contents of this message or attached files.

This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient,
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not
the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached

5
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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

114

From: McGregor-Dainton, Amy

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 5:00 PM
To: McConachie, Alex

Cc: Rainbow, Jed; Momber, Louise
Subject: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses
Attachments: Media enquiry response.docx

Hi Alex, attached is the approved response from the Minister.

Cheers,
Amy

-

Amy McGregor-Dainton
Strategic Communications Adviser - Office of Minister Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA

ACT Legislative Assembly, 196 London Circuit, Canberra, ACT 2600
T: (02) 6205 7402 | M—E: amy.mcgregor-dainton@act.gov.au
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e Due to the relatively small number of deaths and ICU admission in the ACT, it is not possible to identify
trends by vaccination status. However, with such a high vaccination rate in the ACT and with the current
level of community transmission of COVID-19, we expect to see some severe illness and deaths from COVID-
19 among vaccinated individuals.

e This is reflected in NSW data: for cases between 26 November 2021 and 8 January 2022, although the
number of hospitalisations, admissions to ICU and deaths was greater among those who had received two
effective doses than those with no effective dose, the percentage of cases with these outcomes was still
much higher among those with no effective dose. Among cases aged 12 and over with no effective dose in
NSW, 8.9% of cases were hospitalised, 1.5% of cases were admitted to ICU, and 0.6% of cases died. In
comparison, among cases who had received two effective doses, 1.0% of cases were hospitalised, 0.1% were
admitted to ICU, and less than 0.1% died.

* The key message from experts and real world data remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of
serious illness, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated. The booster
vaccination is particularly important in preventing serious health outcomes from the Omicron variant.

Thanks

Alex

Alex McCeonachie | Director, Media and Communications

CCVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

702 6207 5253 M covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099
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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

From: COVID-19 Media

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 6:56 PM
To: OVID-19 Media
Subject: RE: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

q
Many thanks for your patience with this. | understand these delays have been frustrating, and this has taken longer
than it should have. | can assure you though that at this point in time, we haven’t provided this data to anyone else.

Attributable to an ACT Health spokesperson:

e From 1Jan 2022, there have been 11 COVID-19 deaths recorded in the ACT - six of these were in residents of
aged care facilities.

e Seven of the 11 people who died with COVID-19 in 2022 were aged at least 80 — four were'in their 80s and
three were in their 90s. Of the remainder, one of the people who died was in their 40s, two were in their 50s

and one was in their 60s.

o Six had received a primary course (two doses) of COVID-19 vaccine, of which 1 had received a booster dose.
Two were partially vaccinated, two were unvaccinated, and one person had an unknown vaccination status.

® ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
e Older age is a risk factor for severe disease and death, as are several underlying comorbidities.

e Commonwealth and NSW data reveals that approximately 80% of deaths due to COVID-19 are in those aged
70 years and over.

Hospital admissions in 2022 from COVID-19
e There were 22 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022:

o 15 fully vaccinated, including 3 who had received a booster dose
o 7 unvaccinated

e Due to the relatively small number of deaths and ICU admission in the ACT, it is not possible to identify
trends by vaccination status. However, with such a high vaccination rate in the ACT and with the current
level of community transmission of COVID-19, we expect to see some severe illness and deaths from COVID-
19 among vaccinated individuals.

e Thisis reflected in NSW data: for cases between 26 November 2021 and 8 January 2022, although the
number of hospitalisations, admissions to ICU and deaths was greater among those who had received two
effective doses than those with no effective dose, the percentage of cases with these outcomes was still
much higher among those with no effective dose. Among cases aged 12 and over with no effective dose in
NSW, 8.9% of cases were hospitalised, 1.5% of cases were admitted to ICU, and 0.6% pf cases died. In
comparison, among cases who had received two effective doses, 1.0% of cases were hospitalised, 0.1% were
admitted to ICU, and less than 0.1% died.

e The key message from experts and real world data remains that vaccination significantly reduces the risk of
serious illness, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated. The booster
vaccination is particularly important in preventing serious health outcomes from the Omicron variant.
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Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 02 6207 5253 M_E covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From:

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:31 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Alex,

Further to our conversation earlier, | would welcome a background briefing if there are difficulties in articulating the
data.

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

I\:j www.can!erraLmes.com.au

On Fri, Jan 28, 2022 at 5:22 PM COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au> wrote:
OFFICIAL

-

Will have to be Monday morning for this one — apologies.

Thanks
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Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T02 6207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

Sent: Monday, anuary :

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi team,

| know ACT Health does not reveal the COVID-19 vaccination status of individuals who have died due to privacy but
I was hoping this information could be provided as part of a group, as it has been in the past.

I was hoping it would be possible to get this data for the deaths and ICU admissions which have occurred in 2022.

This information is something readers of The Canberra Times have been asking about in recent weeks, especially as
other states have provided this information. It helps people to understand the nature of the outbreak and the
importance of vaccines.

Please see some questions below. Would be great if we could chat about this tomorrow.
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Of the COVID-19 deaths in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

¢ Unvaccinated?

» Had received one dose?

» Had received two doses?
Had received boosters shots?

@

Of the COVID-19 ICU admissions in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

Unvaccinated?

e Had received one dose?

e Had received two doses?
Had received boosters shots?

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

o I
W www.canberratimes.com.au

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are
not the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any
attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or
communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please
advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media
does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files.
Internet communications are not secure, therefore Australian Community Media does not accept legal responsibility
for the contents of this message or attached files.

This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient,
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not
the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached
files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated
without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender

4



122



123

Lowes, Shannon (Health)

From: Haider, Talib (Health)

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 6:45 PM

To: Walker, Robyn (Health); Hundy, Rebecca (Health); ACT Health Office of the Chief
Health Officer

Cc: COVID-19 HECC Operations; Van Aalst, Sally

Subject: RE: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Thanks everyone,
MO is ok with the initial response; no additional context required.

Talib.

-

Talib Haider | Assistant Director, Media

Ph- Il emai: talib.haider@act.gov.au

Communication and Government Relations | ACT Health Directorate
Level 5, 6 Bowes Street, Phillip ACT 2606
health.act.gov.au

; ) - &a i
@ @ACT ; ACTHeath @ Respect %fCollaboration
o | @ Integrity ®Innovation

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people.
| acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this

region.

From: Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 5:35 PM

To: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

All,
We have to be clear here because the dates that the data as pulled from are different.

Question
Has the ACT recorded Covid deaths in anyone triple vaccinated? If so, how many?

Response

Yes, there have been 3 deaths in people with COVID-19 who were known to be fully vaccinated including a booster
dose as at 08 Feb 22.

This data was as at 03 Feb 22

e From 1 Jan 2022, there have been 11 COVID-19 deaths recorded in the ACT - six of these were in
residents of aged care facilities.
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e Seven of the 11 people who died with COVID-19 in 2022 were aged at least 80 — four were in their
80s and three were in their 90s. Of the remainder, one of the people who died was in their 40s, two
were in their 50s and one was in their 60s.

e Six had received a primary course (two doses) of COVID-19 vaccine, of which 1 had received a booster dose.
Two were partially vaccinated, two were unvaccinated, and one person had an unknown vaccination status.

This data has not been updated and the data team will have now left for the day. We can update this in the am if
required.

Remaining generic response:

ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
Older age is a risk factor for severe disease and death, as are several underlying comorbidities.

o Commonwealth and NSW data reveals that approximately 80% of deaths due to COVID-19 are in
those aged 70 years and over.

Robyn

Robyn Walker | Executive Branch Manager Public Health Operations

Ph: 02 51243330 MobMEmail: robyn.walker@act.gov.au
COVID 19 Response A ea Irectorate

Level 2, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
health.act.gov.au

From: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 5:15 PM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; Haider, Talib (Health)
<Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Also just wanted to mentioned that the 3 deaths that have had boosters are from all reported deaths, not just since
1 Jan. The wording below would need to be amended ( especially around timing of vaccination and eligibility).

Is the request related to the original one below, or a completely new request?

Thanks
Rebecca.

From: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 5:05 PM

To: Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>; Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>
Cc: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 HECC Operations
<HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: Re: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Thanks Talib. It’s that last bit of wording that gives the context. That last few dot points.

Robyn - can you ok that to be used again for this request. | don’t have all the background on this one.

2
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From: Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 4:33 PM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer

Cc: Hundy, Rebecca (Health); COVID-19 HECC Operations; Van Aalst, Sally
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Thanks Laura,
Here is the response sent earlier to CT:

e From 1Jan 2022, there have been 11 COVID-19 deaths recorded in the ACT - six of these were in
residents of aged care facilities.

e Seven of the 11 people who died with COVID-19 in 2022 were aged at least 80 — four were in their
80s and three were in their 90s. Of the remainder, one of the people who died was in their 40s, two
were in their 50s and onge was in their 60s.

e Six had received a primary course (two doses) of COVID-19 vaccine, of which 1 had received a booster dose.
Two were partially vaccinated, two were unvaccinated, and one person had an unknown vaccination status.

Need something similar for the 3 deaths with boosters.
Remaining generic response:

ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
Older age is a risk factor for severe disease and death, as are several underlying comorbidities.

e Commonwealth and NSW data reveals that approximately 80% of deaths due to COVID-19 are in
those aged 70 years and over.

Talib Haider | Assistant Director, Media
Email: talib.haider@act.gov.au

Communication and Government Relations | ACT Health Directorate

Level 5, 6 Bowes Street, Phillip ACT 2606
health.act.gov.au

W Respect %*Collaboration

¥ Integrity ®|nnovation

| acknowledge the traditional custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people.
I acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this

region.

From: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 4:29 PM

To: Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>

Cc: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 HECC Operations
<HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Hi guys
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Jumping in here.

Talib — can you use the wording for the response sent last week to CT. | can’t find final version, but it had the
approved wording for these types of requests

Laura McNeill I Director
Office of the Chief Health Officer

Ph: (02) 5124 9605 | Mob_ Email: ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au

From: Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 3:16 PM

To: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Importance: High ;

Hi Rebecca,

Could we please get some details ( are they provided for such a small number?) to build some context.
For example, were they all in Palliative care? Comorbidity / they were in vulnerable group.

The response was cleared earlier from OCHO but MO has requested context if possible.

Thanks,

Talib.

Deadline request — ASAP.

Question

Has the ACT recorded Covid deaths in anyone triple vaccinated? If so, how many?

Response

Yes, there have been 3 deaths in people with COVID-19 who were known to be fully vaccinated including a booster
dose.

Talib Haider | Assistant Director, Media

Ph_ Email: talib.haider@act.gov.au

Communication and Government Relations | ACT Health Directorate
Level 5, 6 Bowes Street, Phillip ACT 2606

health.act.gov.au

! n
44 i
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I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people.
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| acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this
region.

From: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 2:28 PM

To: Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>; ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
<ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: CLEARED - FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Yes, sorry. It is cleared

Laura McNeill | Director
Office of the Chief Health Officer
Ph: (02) 5124 9605 | Mob_l Email: ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au

From: Haider, Talib (Health) <TaIib.Haidqr@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 2:26 PM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: CLEARED - FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Hi OCHO,
Just double checking if below response was cleared.
Thanks,

Talib.

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 2:21 PM

To: Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: CLEARED - FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

From: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 10:19 AM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: CLEARED - FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Laura McNeill | Director
Office of the Chief Health Officer

Ph: (02) 5124 9605 | Mob-l Email: ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au

From: Owen, Kimberly (Health) <Kimberly.Owen@act.gov.au> On Behalf Of COVID-19 HECC Operations
Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 9:47 AM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>

Subject: CLEARED - FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Hi team

This request was sent directly to Bec Hundy. See cleared response below. Providing back through correct channels.

5



128

Regards

Kimberly Owen, Acting Executive Officer/Business Manager, COVID-19 — Operations
Ph: 02 5124 6244 |Email: kimberly.owen@act.gov.au |HECC.Operations@act.gov.au
Executive Support Office| Operations

COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

health.act.gov.au

o,

| e e
For updates, visit .“T (g\'ov'ﬂ“ i

/ /

From: Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 9:45 AM
To: COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE - FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Kimberley
Cleared response:

Question
Has the ACT recorded Covid deaths in anyone triple vaccinated? If so, how many?

Response

There has been 3 deaths in people with COVID-19 in the ACT who were known to be fully vaccinated including a
booster dose.

Robyn

Robyn Walker | Executive Branch Manager Public Health Operations

Ph: 02 51243330 Mob:*Email: robyn.walker@act.gov.au
COVID 19 Response ACT Health Directorate

Level 2, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
health.act.gov.au

From: Owen, Kimberly (Health) <Kimberly.Owen@act.gov.au> On Behaif Of COVID-19 HECC Operations
Sent: Tuesday, 8 February 2022 9:08 AM

To: Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Subject: FOR CLEARANCE - FW: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Media for clearance — response provided by Rebecca Hundy.

Question

Has the ACT recorded Covid deaths in anyone triple vaccinated? If so, how many?

Response
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Yes, there have been 3 deaths in people with COVID-19 who were known to be fully vaccinated including a booster
dose.

Kimberly Owen, Acting Executive Officer/Business Manager, COVID-19 - Operations
Ph: 02 5124 6244 |Email: kimberly.owen@act.gov.au [HECC.Operations@act.gov.au
Executive Support Office|] Operations

COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

health.act.gov.au

For updates, visit .“T @H@F i
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From: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 7 February 2022 5:02 PM

To: COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Hi Kimberly
Please see a media request that has come direct to me.

The answer to the question is -
Yes, there have been 3 deaths in people with COVID-19 who were known to be fully vaccinated including a booster

dose.
This will need to be cleared through usual processes.

Thanks
Rebecca.

From: Haider, Talib (Health) <Talib.Haider@act.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 7 February 2022 4:31 PM

To: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>
Subject: Media enquiry - COVID-19 deaths

Hi Bec,
Thanks for taking the call.
As discussed, here is the media enquiry:

Has the ACT recorded Covid deaths in anyone triple vaccinated? If so, how many?

Regards,
Talib.

Talib Haider | Assistant Director, Media

Ph_l Email: talib.haider@act.gov.au
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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

From: COVID-19 Media

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 10:24 AM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer; COVID-19 HECC Operations
Cc: COVID-19 Media

Subject: RE: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL
Hi all —any updates on how this one is progressing?
Thanks

Alex =

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
T 026207 5253 Mi covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 February 2022 10:10 AM

To: COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>

Cc: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 Media <COVID-
19Media@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

For updating please.

Robyn can clear this one once done

Laura McNeill | Director
Office of the Chief Health Officer
Ph: (02) 5124 9605 | Mob- Email: ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 February 2022 10:08 AM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL

Hi Laura,

Could we get ops to update the highlighted lines below (have had a q onthis issue this morning) — | think we have
reported a further 5 deaths since we pulled the response together initially.

Thanks
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Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications

COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

7026207 5253 M| covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 February 2022 10:04 AM

To: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Hey Alex

Found this email from a couple of weeks ago — could we confirm the deaths in aged care figures are still accurate?
Cheers :

Jed

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit

Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobile:_l Email: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 3:32 PM

To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL

Hi Jed,

Please see below revised response for the Minister’s review. | understand CHO has communicated ACT Health’s
advice/concerns in relation to specifically discussing palliative care to the Minister, but please let me know if you
need any further context.

Deaths in 2022 from COVID-19

e From 1Jan 2022, there have been 11 deaths from COVID-19 in the ACT - six of these were in
residents of aged care facilities.

e Seven of the people who died with COVID in 2022 were aged over 65, including four who were aged
in their 80s and three in their 90s.

¢ Six had received a primary course (two doses) of COVID-19 vaccine, of which 1 had received a booster dose.
Two were partially vaccinated, two were unvaccinated, and one person had an unknown vaccination status.

» ACT Health does not routinely collect comorbidity data for COVID-19 positive cases for reporting purposes.
#.0lder age is a risk factor for severe disease and death, as are several underlying comorbidities.

e Commonwealth and NSW data reveals that approximately 80% of deaths due to COVID-19 are in
those aged 70 years and over.
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Hospital admissions in 2022 from COVID-19

Thanks

Alex

There were 22 ICU patients from 01/01/2022 to 30/01/2022:

o 15 fully vaccinated, including 3 who had received a booster dose
o 7 unvaccinated

Due to the relatively small number of deaths and ICU admission in the ACT, it is not possible to
identify trends by vaccination status. However, with such a high vaccination rate in the ACT and with
the current level of community transmission of COVID-19, we expect to see some severe illness and
deaths from COVID-19 among vaccinated individuals.

This is reflected in NSW data: for cases between 26 November 2021 and 8 January 2022, although
the number of hospitalisations, admissions to ICU and deaths was greater among those who had
received two effective doses than those with no effective dose, the percentage of cases with these
outcomes was still much higher among those with no effective dose. Among cases aged 12 and over
with no effective dose irt NSW, 8.9% of cases were hospitalised, 1.5% of cases were admitted to ICU,
and 0.6% of cases.died. In comparison, among cases who had received two effective doses, 1.0% of
cases were hospitalised, 0.1% were admitted to ICU, and less than 0.1% died.

The key message from experts and real world data remains that vaccination significantly reduces the
risk of serious illness, and we continue to encourage anyone who is eligible to get vaccinated. The
booster vaccination is particularly important in preventing serious health outcomes from the
Omicron variant.

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:22 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act,gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Hi Alex

Waiting on some lines on palliative care from the CHO.

We don’t want to say we can’t get palliative care death information.

Cheers
Jed

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit
Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobile_l Email: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au
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From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:34 PM

To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL

Hi Jed,

| know there are a few conversations going on about the vaccination data response t- do you have
any updates from your end how it is tracking?

Thanks
Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 M_E covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

o
Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:31 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Alex,

Further to our conversation earlier, | would welcome a background briefing if there are difficulties in articulating the
data.

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

_—
i mes.com.au

On Fri, Jan 28, 2022 at 5:22 PM COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au> wrote:
OFFICIAL

g
4
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Will have to be Monday morning for this one —apologies.
Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 N- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

Sent: Monday, 24 January 2022 5:59 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi team,

I know ACT Health does not reveal the COVID-19 vaccination status of individuals who have died due to privacy but
| was hoping this information could be provided as part of a group, as it has been in the past.

I was hoping it would be possible to get this data for the deaths and ICU admissions which have occurred in 2022.

This information is something readers of The Canberra Times have been asking about in recent weeks, especially as
other states have provided this information. It helps people to understand the nature of the outbreak and the

importance of vaccines.
Please see some questions below. Would be great if we could chat about this tomorrow.

Of the COVID-19 deaths in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:
e Unvaccinated?
e Had received one dose?
¢ Had received two doses?
e Had received boosters shots?

Of the COVID-19 ICU admissions in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

Unvaccinated?

e Had received one dose?

¢ Had received two doses?
Had received boosters shots?

Thanks,
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Journalist
Australian Community Media

B e
. imes.com.au

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are
not the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any
attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or
communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please
advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media
does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files.
Internet communications are not secure, therefore Australian Community Media does not accept legal responsibility
for the contents of this message or attached files.

This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient,
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person.

Thé information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are not
the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached
files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated
without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender
immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media does not guarantee the
accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are
not secure, therefore Australian Community Media does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of this
message or attached files.
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Lowes, Shannon (Health)

From: Keene, Toby (Health)

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 12:43 PM

To: Swanston, Heather (Health)

Cc: Hundy, Rebecca (Health); Cummings, Shane (Health)

Subject: RE: URGENT -- NO, ACTUALLY URGENT Death numbers
OFFICIAL

Thank you, all. Will pass onto media.

Toby Keene | Senior Director, Case Management & Outbreak Response
Ph— Email: toby.keene@act.gov.au | hecc.operations@act.gov.au
COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

Note, | work rostered shifts. If your matter is urgent, please call {02) 5124 9225 for the duty operations team.

For updates, visit 1 “T /gopTH I\
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From: Swanston, Heather (Health) <Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 12:40 PM

To: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Cc: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; Cummings, Shane (Health)
<Shane.Cummings@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: URGENT -- NO, ACTUALLY URGENT Death numbers

OFFICIAL
Toby
We just conferred. Yes, Bec and | agree 17 deaths, 12 over 65 years.
Bec identified one more person in aged care so 10 in RACFs.

e 12 of the people who died with COVID in 2022 were aged over 65, including four who were aged in
their 80s and six in their 90s.

(We had a rounding error of 0.1 years using date of death to calculate age c.f. date of notification. We will use date
of notification from now on. This meant one person aged 89.9 went from 90s to 80s group.)

Heather

Heather Swanston, PhD | Director | Surveillance and Reporting | COVID-19 Response

1
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From: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 11:41 AM

To: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; Swanston, Heather (Health)
<Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au>

Subject: URGENT -- NO, ACTUALLY URGENT Death numbers

OFFICIAL
Can you please URGENTLY confirm the correctness of these numbers for release to media / Minister.

Toby

Toby Keene | Senior Director, Case Management & Outbreak Response
Ph:_ Email: toby.keene@act.gov.au | hecc.operations@act.gov.au
COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606 +

Note, | work rostered shifts. If your matter is urgent, please call (02) 5124 9225 for the duty operations team.

|
For updates, visit A(T

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 11:37 AM

To: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>
Subject: Death numbers

OFFICIAL
Total deaths since 1 Feb -6

20s-1
60s — 1 (69yo)
70s -1
90s-3

So by my working adding these to the total for January:

e From 1 Jan 2022, there have been 17 deaths from COVID-19 in the ACT - nine of these were
reported among residents of aged care facilities.

e 12 of the people who died with COVID in 2022 were aged over 65, including four who were aged in
their 80s and six in their 90s.

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 02 6207 5253 - covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au
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Lowes, Shannon {Health)

S e e
From: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 1:04 PM
To: COVID-19 Media
Cc: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer
Subject: FW: APPROVED -FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses
OFFICIAL

Good Afternoon Alex,

Cleared by HECC Ops/Toby Keene.
Thanks,

Tracey

From: Owen, Kimberly (Health) <Kimberly.Owen@act.gov.au> On Behalf Of COVID-19 HECC Operations
Sent: 18 February 2022 1:00 PM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Subject: APPROVED -FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Tracey
To progress to Media.

Kimberly

From: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 12:53 PM

To: COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: FOR ACTION/APPROVAL -FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL
Kimberly
The teams have verified the numbers below since 1 January 2022:
e 17 deaths
e 12 people over 65 years: four who were aged in their 80s and six in their 90s
e 10 people were residents of aged care facilities
These can be released to Media.

Toby

Toby Keene | Senior Director, Case Management & Outbreak Response

P;M Email: toby.keene@act.gov.au | hecc.operations@act.gov.au
C -19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

Note, | work rostered shifts. If your matter is urgent, please call (02) 5124 9225 for the duty operations team.
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'For updates, visit

From: Owen, Kimberly (Health) <Kimberly.Owen@act.gov.au> On Behaif Of COVID-19 HECC Operations
Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 11:34 AM

To: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: FOR ACTION/APPROVAL -FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Thanks.

Kimberly Owen, Acting Executive Officer/Busingss Manager, COVID-19 — Operations
Ph: 02 5124 6244 |Email: kimberly.owen@act.gov.au |HECC.Operations@act.gov.au
Executive Support Office| Operations

COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

health.act.gov.au

'For updates, visit

|

From: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 11:29 AM

To: COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: FOR ACTION/APPROVAL -FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL
Kimberly
Just discussing this with Alex and a few others — trying to resolve the numbers discrepancy below.
Will advise ASAP.
Toby

Toby Keene | Senior Director, Case Management & Outbreak Response

Ph_l Email: toby.keene@act.gov.au | hecc.operations@act.gov.au
COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

Note, | work rostered shifts. If your matter is urgent, please call (02) 5124 9225 for the duty operations team.
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Ph Email: Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au
Public Health Emergency Coordinatiocn Centre | Health Emergency Control Centre | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
health.act.gov.au

/ \
For updates, visit @ e ( go;Tng‘, A
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From: Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 February 2022 5:22 PM

To: Swanston, Heather (Health) <Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au>

Cc: Cummings, Shane (Health) <Shane.Cummings@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 HECC Data
<COVID19HECCData@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>; Owen, Kimberly
(Health) <Kimberly.Owen@act.gov.au>; Briones, Danielle (Health) <Danielle.Briones@act.gov.au>; Keene, Toby
(Health) <Toby.Keene @act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: For Action -FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL

Shane and Heather

This is inconsistent.

One report saying 4 who died were in the 80s can not at a later time state that other were only 3 in the same time
period..

| cannot clear this unless someone explains.

Robyn

Robyn Walker | Executive Branch Manager Public Health Operations
Ph: 02 51243330 Mob mail: robyn.walker@act.gov.au
COVID 19 Response A ea irectorate

Level 2, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

health.act.gov.au

From: Swanston, Heather (Health) <Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 February 2022 4:32 PM

To: Walker, Robyn (Health) <Robyn.Walker@act.gov.au>

Cc: Cummings, Shane (Health) <Shane.Cummings@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 HECC Data
<COVID19HECCData@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 HECC Operations <HECC.Operations@act.gov.au>; Owen, Kimberly
(Health) <Kimberly.Owen@act.gov.au>; Briones, Danielle (Health) <Danielle.Briones@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: For Action -FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Importance: High

OFFICIAL
Robyn
For clearance, please.

Deaths in 2022 from COVID-19
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Cc: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>; COVID-19 Media <COVID-

19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

For updating please.

Robyn can clear this one once done @

Laura McNeill I Director
Office of the Chief Health Officer
Ph: (02) 5124 9605 | Mob- Email: ACTHealthOCHO@act.gov.au

From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 February 2022 10:08 AM

To: ACT Health Office of the Chief Health Officer <ACTHealthOCHO @act.gov.au>
Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Aged care deaths - Media ihquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL

Hi Laura,

Could we get ops to update the highlighted lines below (have had a g on this issue this morning) — | think we have
reported a further 5 deaths since we pulled the response together initially.

Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
T02 6207 5253 M‘ covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 February 2022 10:04 AM

To: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie@act.gov.au>

Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Aged care deaths - Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Hey Alex

Found this email from a couple of weeks ago — could we confirm the deaths in aged care figures are still accurate?
Cheers

Jed

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit
Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobile:-l Email: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 3:32 PM
To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>; COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
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Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606 '

102 6207 5253 M| covic-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 3:22 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Cc: Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

Hi Alex
Waiting on some lines on palliative carefrom the CHO.
We don’t want to say we can’t get palliative care death information.

Cheers
Jed,

Jed Rainbow | Media Adviser
ACT Government Communications Unit

Phone: 02 6207 7799 | Mobile_] Email: jed.rainbow@act.gov.au

From: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:34 PM

To: Rainbow, Jed <Jed.Rainbow@act.gov.au>

Cc: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>; Van Aalst, Sally <Sally.VanAalst@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

OFFICIAL
Hi Jed,

| know there are a few conversations going on about the vaccination data response to- do you have
any updates from your end how it is tracking?

Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 02 6207 5253 N_E covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From:

Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2022 2:31 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Alex,

Further to our conversation earlier, | would welcome a background briefing if there are difficulties in articulating the
data.

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

 E—
W www.canberratimes.com.au

On Fri, Jan 28, 2022 at 5:22 PM COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au> wrote:
OFFICIAL

.
Will have to be Monday morning for this one — apologies.
Thanks

Alex

Alex McConachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T 026207 5253 M- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099

From:

Sent: Monday, 24 January 2022 5:59 PM

To: COVID-19 Media <COVID-19Media@act.gov.au>
Subject: Media inquiry: Vaccination statuses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi team,

I know ACT Health does not reveal the COVID-19 vaccination status of individuals who have died due to privacy but
I was hoping this information could be provided as part of a group, as it has been in the past.

I was hoping it would be possible to get this data for the deaths and ICU admissions which have occurred in 2022.

10
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This information is something readers of The Canberra Times have been asking about in recent weeks, especially as
other states have provided this information. It helps people to understand the nature of the outbreak and the
importance of vaccines.

Please see some questions below. Would be great if we could chat about this tomorrow.

Of the COVID-19 deaths in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:
e Unvaccinated?

Had received one dose?

Had received two doses?

Had received boosters shots?

Of the COVID-19 ICU admissions in 2022 in the ACT, how many had been:

» Unvaccinated?

o Had received one dose?

» Had received two doses?

e Had received boosters shots?

Thanks,

Journalist
Australian Community Media

M*
W www.canberratimes.com.au

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be confidential. If you are
not the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any
attached files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or
communicated without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please
advise the sender immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media
does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files.
Internet communications are not secure, therefore Australian Community Media does not accept legal responsibility
for the contents of this message or attached files.

This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient,
please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You
should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any other person.

The information contained in this e-mail message and any accompanying files is or may be corifidential. If you are not
the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, reliance, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail or any attached
files is unauthorised. This e-mail is subject to copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated
without the written consent of the copyright owner. If you have received this e-mail in error please advise the sender
immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete all copies. Australian Community Media does not guarantee the
accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this e-mail or attached files. Internet communications are
not secure, therefore Australian Community Media does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of this
message or attached files.

11
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From: Hundy, Rebecca (Health)

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 1:28 PM

To: Keene, Toby (Health); Swanston, Heather (Health)

Cc: Cummings, Shane (Health)

Subject: RE: URGENT -- NO, ACTUALLY URGENT Death numbers
OFFICIAL

As discussed, yes, since 1 Jan 22.

From: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 12:45 PM

To: Swanston, Heather (Health) <Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au>

Cc: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; Cummings, Shane (Health)
<Shane.Cummings@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: URGENT -- NO, ACTUALLY URGENT Death numbers

OFFICIAL

Just confirming — these are since 1 Jan 22?

Toby Keene | Senior Director, Case Management & Outbreak Response
Ph_ Email: toby.keene@act.gov.au | hecc.operations@act.gov.au
COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

Note, | work rostered shifts. If your matter is urgent, please call {02) 5124 9225 for the duty operations team.

) .
| ey
For updates, visit .MT (s-voPmeF
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From: Swanston, Heather (Health) <Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 12:40 PM

To: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Cc: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; Cummings, Shane (Health)
<Shane.Cummings@act.gov.au>

Subject: RE: URGENT -- NO, ACTUALLY URGENT Death numbers

OFFICIAL
Toby
We just conferred. Yes, Bec and | agree 17 deaths, 12 over 65 years.

Bec identified one more person in aged care so 10 in RACFs.

1
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Public Health Emergency Coordination Centre | Health Emergency Control Centre | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
health.act.gov.au

' For updates, visit

From: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 11:41 AM

To: Hundy, Rebecca (Health) <Rebecca.Hundy@act.gov.au>; Swanston, Heather (Health)
<Heather.Swanston@act.gov.au>

Subject: URGENT -- NO, ACTUALLY URGENT Death numbers

-

OFFICIAL

Can you please URGENTLY confirm the correctness of these numbers for release to media / Minister.

Toby

Toby Keene | Senior Director, Case Management & Outbreak Response
Ph_ Email: toby.keene@act.gov.au | hecc.operations@act.gov.au
COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate

Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606
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Note, | work rostered shifts. If your matter is urgent, please call (02) 5124 9225 for the duty operations team.

' For updates, visit @)
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From: McConachie, Alex <Alex.McConachie @act.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 18 February 2022 11:37 AM

To: Keene, Toby (Health) <Toby.Keene@act.gov.au>
Subject: Death numbers

OFFICIAL

Total deaths since 1 Feb—6

20s-1
60s — 1 (69yo)
70s-1
90s-3

So by my working adding these to the total for January:
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e From 1Jan 2022, there have been 17 deaths from COVID-19 in the ACT - nine of these were
reported among residents of aged care facilities.

e 12 of the people who died with COVID in 2022 were aged over 65, including four who were aged in
their 80s and six in their 90s.

Alex McCenachie | Director, Media and Communications
COVID-19 Communications | COVID-19 Response | ACT Health Directorate
Level 3, 2-6 Bowes Street Phillip ACT 2606

T02 6207 5253 N- covid-19media@act.gov.au

health.act.gov.au

Media line: 02 6205 9099





