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Our reference: FOI20/53 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 
Dear  
 

DECISION ON YOUR ACCESS APPLICATION 
 
I refer to your application under section 30 of the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (FOI Act) 
received by ACT Health Directorate (ACTHD) on Thursday 15 October 2020.   
 
This application requested access to:  
 

“Australian Health Protection Principal Committee papers by or circulated to the Chief Health 
Officer, or their representative, between 1 May and 31 July 2020 concerning the following 
matters in Victoria: 

• Contact tracing 
• Testing approaches 
• Hotel Quarantine 
• Elimination/suppression strategies 
• Public Health workforce capacity.” 

 
I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director-General of ACT Health Directorate (ACTHD) 
under section 18 of the FOI Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act. 
ACTHD provided a decision on your access application on Thursday 3 December 2020.  
 
Decisions 
You submitted an application for Ombudsman review of my original decision for which the 
Directorate received notification on Monday 7 December 2020.  
 
ACTHD received the decision of the Ombudsman on Thursday 29 July 2021. To comply with this 
decision, I have included at Attachment A to this letter, a copy of the schedule and relevant 
documents as decided by the ACT Ombudsman. 
 
Charges  
Processing charges are not applicable to this request. 
 
Disclosure Log  
Under section 28 of the FOI Act, ACTHD maintains an online record of access applications called a 
disclosure log. The scope of your access application, my decision and documents released to you will 
be published in the disclosure log not less than three days but not more than 10 days after the date 
of this decision. Your personal contact details will not be published. 
https://www.health.act.gov.au/about-our-health-system/freedom-information/disclosure-log.  
 
 
 

https://www.health.act.gov.au/about-our-health-system/freedom-information/disclosure-log


ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) review 
Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman review, you 
may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further information may be obtained 
from the ACAT at: 
 
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601 
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740 
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 
 
Further assistance  
Should you have any queries in relation to your request, please do not hesitate to contact the  
FOI Coordinator on (02) 5124 9831 or email HealthFOI@act.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
Michael Culhane 
Executive Group Manager  
Policy, Partnerships and Programs 
       
 August 2021 

http://www.acat.act.gov.au/
mailto:HealthFOI@act.gov.au


 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION SCHEDULE OF DOCUMENTS 

Please be aware that under the Freedom of Information Act 2016, some of the information provided to you will be released to the public through the ACT 
Government’s Open Access Scheme. The Open Access release status column of the table below indicates what documents are intended for release online 
through open access.  
 
Personal information or business affairs information will not be made available under this policy.  If you think the content of your request would contain 
such information, please inform the contact officer immediately. 
 
Information about what is published on open access is available online at: http://www.health.act.gov.au/public-information/consumers/freedom-
information 

 

APPLICANT NAME  WHAT ARE THE PARAMETERS OF THE REQUEST FILE NUMBER 

 
 

Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) papers by or circulated to the Chief Health Officer, or 
their representative, between 1 May and 31 July 2020 concerning the following matters in Victoria: 
• Contact tracing 
• Testing approaches 
• Hotel Quarantine 
• Elimination/suppression strategies 
• Public Health workforce capacity. 

FOI20/53 

 

Ref 
Number  

Page 
Number 

Description Date Status 
Decision 

Factor  Open Access 
release status  

1.  1 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference  11/05/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

2.  2 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference  14/05/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

3.  3 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 15/05/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

http://www.health.act.gov.au/public-information/consumers/freedom-information
http://www.health.act.gov.au/public-information/consumers/freedom-information
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4.  4 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 18/05/20 Full release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

5.  5 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 21/05/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

6.  6 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 29/05/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

7.  7-21 

Additional Documents 
Estimating temporal variation in 
transmission of COVID-19 and 
adherence to social distancing 
measures in Australia – Report 
submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 13 May 
2020 

13/05/20 Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document.  
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

8.  22 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 02/06/20 Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

9.  23 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 03/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

10.  24 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 08/06/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

11.  25 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 10/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

12.  26 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 11/06/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

13.  27 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 12/06/20 Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 
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14.  28 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 16/06/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

15.  29 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 17/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document.  
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

16.  30-31 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 22/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

17.  32 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 24/06/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

18.  33 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 25/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

19.  34 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 26/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

20.  35-37 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 29/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

21.  38-39 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 30/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

22.  40 Additional Documents Implementation 
progress towards a COVID Safe Australia 3/06/20 Full release  Yes 

23.  41-69 

Additional Documents  
Next stage methods for estimating 
time-varying transmission potential of 
COVID-19 in Australia - Report 
submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 3 June 2020 

3/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document.  
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

24.  70-96 Additional Documents  17/06/20 Partial release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 
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Estimating temporal variation in 
transmission of COVID-19 and physical 
distancing behaviour in Australia – 
Report submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 17 
June 2020 

Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

25.  97-106 Additional Documents  
Daily epidemiology update as at 1200h 18/06/20  Partial release 

Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

26.  107-108 
Additional Documents  
Statement 21 June 2020 recent clusters 
of COVID-19 in Victoria  

21/06/20 Access refused Schedule 2.2(a)(x) No 

27.  109-139 

Additional Documents  
Correction and update: Estimating 
temporal variation in transmission of 
COVID19 and physical distancing 
behaviour in Australia- Report 
submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 21 June 
2020 

21/06/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

28.  140-142 
Additional Documents  
Key lessons learnt from hotel 
quarantine in Australia  

29/06/20 Access refused Schedule 2.2(a)(x) No 

29.  143-144 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 01/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

30.  145-146 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 02/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

31.  147-148 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 03/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 
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32.  149-150 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 04/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

33.  151-153 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 
(with track changes)  05/07/20 Partial release 

Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

34.  154-157 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 06/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

35.  158-159 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 08/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

36.  160-161 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 09/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

37.  162 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 10/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

38.  163-164 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 12/07/20 Partial Release 

Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 1.2 Legal Professional Privilege 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

39.  165-167 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 13/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

40.  168 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 14/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

41.  169 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 15/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 
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42.  170-171 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 16/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

43.  172 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 17/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

44.  173 Agenda- Emergency Teleconference 19/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

45.  174 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 20/07/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

46.  175 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 21/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

47.  176-178 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 22/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

48.  179-180 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 23/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

49.  181 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 23/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

50.  182-183 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 23/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

51.  184-185 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 28/07/20 Full release Out of Scope information contained in 
document. Yes 

52.  186-187 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 29/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 
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53.  188 Outcomes- Emergency Teleconference 31/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

54.  189-218 

Additional Documents 
Estimating temporal variation in 
transmission of COVID-19 and physical 
distancing behaviour in Australia – 
Report submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 1 
July 2020 

01/07/20 Partial release 

 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

55.  219-224 

Additional Documents 
Forecasting alternate scenarios of the 
June COVID-19 outbreak in Victoria – 
Report submitted to AHPPC 4 July 2020 

04/07/20 Partial release Schedule 2.2(a)(x) Yes 

56.  225-232 Additional Documents 
Epidemiology update as at 1200h 06/07/20 Partial release Schedule 2.2(a)(x) Yes 

57.  233-238 

Additional Documents 
COVID-19 Pandemic Health Intelligence 
Plan (PHIP) Report- Issue 4 including 
PHIP Report (Reporting period 22 June – 
5 July 2020)  

08/07/20 Access refused Schedule 2.2(a)(x) No 

58.  239-271 
Additional Documents 
Modelling of COVID-19 in Australia – 
Overall Assessment  

N/A Access refused Schedule 2.2(a)(x) No 

59.  272-286 Additional Documents 
PHIP Inputs and Status as at 8 July  08/07/20 Access refused 

Out of Scope information contained in 
document.  
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

60.  287-298 Additional Documents 
Daily epidemiology update as at 1500h 08/07/20 Access refused 

Out of Scope information contained in 
document.  
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

61.  299-335 Additional Documents 08/07/20 Access refused Out of Scope information contained in 
document.  No 
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Estimating temporal variation in 
transmission of COVID-19 and physical 
distancing behaviour in Australia – 
Report submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 8 
July 2020 

Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

62.  336-370 
Additional Documents 
COVID-19 in Australia – Forward 
Planning 

10/07/20 Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

63.  371-372 

Additional Documents 
Statement from Greg Hunt MP and 
Richard Colbeck- Victorian aged care 
workers urged to wear face masks  

13/07/20 Full release  Yes 

64.  373-374 
Additional Documents 
Transparency of case finding, contact 
tracing and isolation 

14/07/20 Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

65.  375 
Additional Documents 
The purpose of GP led respiratory clinics 14/07/20 Access refused 

Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

66.  376-403 

Additional Documents 
Estimating temporal variation in 
transmission of COVID-19 and physical 
distancing behaviour in Australia – 
Report submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 15 
July 2020 

15/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

67.  404-455 

Additional Documents 
COVID-19 Pandemic Health Intelligence 
Plan (PHIP) Report- Issue 5 (AHPPC 
Meeting 22 July 2020)  

- PHIP Reporting period 6-19 July 
Date: 22 July 2020 

- PHIP Inputs and Status 

22/07/20 Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 
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- Status of precedent conditions 
Table 

68.  456-486 

Additional Documents  
Estimating temporal variation in 
transmission of COVID-19 and physical 
distancing behaviour in Australia – 
Report submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 22 
July 2020 

22/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

69.  487-525 
Additional Documents 
COVID-19 in Australia – Forward Plan 
Issue 2- Executive Summary  

24/07/20 Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

70.  526-552 

Additional Documents 
Estimating temporal variation in 
transmission of COVID-19 and physical 
distancing behaviour in Australia – 
Report submitted to CDNA/AHPPC 29 
July 2020 

29/07/20 Partial release 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

Yes 

71.  553-574 Additional Documents  
Public Transport – Victoria Contribution  N/A Access refused 

Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

72.  575 

Additional Documents 
Statement on positive coronavirus test 
in person who attended protest in 
Victoria  

N/A Full release  Yes 

73.  576 
Additional Documents 
Statement on urging Victorian Aged 
Care Workers to wear face masks  

N/A Access refused 
Out of Scope information contained in 
document. 
Schedule 2.2(a)(x) 

No 

Total Number of Documents 

73 
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