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National Immunisation Program Schedule
changes from 1 July 2018
Diseases
covered
Meningococcal
C and Haemophilus
influenzae type
b (Hib)
Pneumococcal

Previous schedule

Schedule from 1 July 2018

Menitorix®
vaccine at
12 months

Being replaced by a Meningococcal ACWY (Nimenrix®) vaccine at 12 months and a Hib
vaccine (ActHIB®) at 18 months

Prevenar13®at 2
(from 6 weeks), 4
and 6 months

Prevenar13® at 2 (from 6
weeks), 4 and 12 months

The changes are being implemented due to a review of the National
Immunisation Program (NIP) schedule undertaken by the by the
Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI).
ATAGI considers that there is clear evidence that a dose of pneumococcal
vaccine (13vPCV) at 12 months rather than 6 months will reduce the
incidence of pneumococcal disease even further. Children who are at
increased risk of invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD) will continue to
receive four doses of 13vPCV at 2, 4, 6 and 12 months of age.
Changing the meningococcal C vaccine to meningococcal ACWY will
broaden the protection against meningococcal disease.
Further information on these changes can be found at http://
www.immunise.health.gov.au/
Contact us
Health Protection Service
Immunisation Unit
Phone: 6205 2300
Fax: 6205 1738
Email:
Immunisation@act.gov.au
Communicable Disease Control
Phone: 6205 2155
Fax: 6205 1739

All general practices and clinics will receive a small base stock of Nimenrix
and ActHib vaccine in the week commencing 25 June 2018. Additional
orders of stock can be ordered through the Health Protection Service on
62052300.
Information packs will be compiled and sent out with your first delivery.
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2018 Flu Vaccine Supply


Due to an unprecedented demand for seasonal influenza vaccination this year, there are
currently nationwide supply issues with some flu vaccines through both the National
Immunisation Program (NIP) and the private market.



The good news is it means the community is understanding the dangers of influenza and the
importance of getting the flu shot.



The Commonwealth Government has secured additional vaccines for the NIP and is working
with jurisdictions to monitor and manage national supplies.



ACT Health has delivered more vaccines to date this year than for the entire 2017 influenza
season. Nearly 85,000 flu vaccines have been distributed to date in 2018, compared with
57,000 for the whole of 2017.



ACT Health has distributed enough vaccines for over 85 per cent of people aged 65 years
and over to be immunised. Based on the Australian Immunisation Register data, vaccination
of children under five years old is also much higher than previously, already five times higher
than in 2017.



The ACT currently has sufficient stock to meet the demand for all high risk groups eligible for
free, government-funded vaccine because of their increased risk of complications from
influenza. These groups are:
o pregnant women;
o children aged six months to under five years;
o adults aged ≥65 years;
o Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander persons aged ≥15 years; and
o all persons aged ≥six months who have certain medical conditions which increase the risk
of influenza disease complications e.g. severe asthma, lung or heart disease, low
immunity or diabetes.



ACT Health is closely monitoring influenza vaccine stock for people who are eligible to
receive free, government-funded vaccine.
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Check the pack before you give the flu shot
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Meningococcal ACWY Vaccination
In December 2017, the ACT government announced funding of a free meningococcal ACWY
vaccine for Year 10 students and a catch-up program for those aged 16 to 19 years. The catchup program is available in 2018 only.
In 2018 adolescents aged 16 to 19 years can receive the vaccine as a catch-up dose through
their GPs.
The School Health Immunisation Team have visited all Year 10 high school students in and
provide them with the vaccine which protects against the meningococcal A, C, W and Y strains.
Any student in Year 10 who misses the meningococcal ACWY in school can have the vaccine
through their GP to 31 December 2018.
Meningococcal ACWY should be administered to all eligible adolescents even if they have
previously received the meningococcal C vaccine or had meningococcal disease.
Meningococcal disease is an uncommon but serious disease and adolescents are at increased
risk. In recent years, rates of invasive meningococcal disease caused by meningococcal W and
meningococcal Y strains have increased across Australia.
This program has been initiated in response to
increasing cases of meningococcal W. Evidence
suggests that this strain of the disease is more
severe than other types.
For further information: http://
www.health.act.gov.au/our-services/
immunisation/adolescents
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MMR Vaccine free for adults
The ACT Government funds measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)
vaccine for adults. Anyone born in or after 1966 and has not
previously received two measles containing vaccines is eligible
for free MMR vaccine.

Antenatal Pertussis Vaccination
Vaccination of pregnant women with pertussis vaccine has been shown to be effective in preventing
pertussis disease in newborn infants via the transfer of maternal antibodies in utero.
The vaccine can be administered anytime in the third trimester up until delivery. It is however
recommended that the vaccine be given at 28 weeks gestation or as soon as possible afterward.

Check for MMRV
Immunisation coverage rates suggest that some children have missed MMRV at their 18 month
scheduled visit. When administering immunisations to four year olds please check that the 18 month
MMRV was given. If it has been missed please administer as soon as possible or with other vaccines at
4 years.

Additional vaccinations for infants and young children
In addition to the routine funded vaccines on the National Immunisation Program, some infants and
children require extra vaccines. This is because they have a higher risk of getting a vaccine preventable
disease and/or a higher risk of complications if they do get the disease.
Please contact the Immunisation Unit on 6205 2300 if you require any further information or
resources.

Information packs
The Immunisation Unit distributes an information pack when new vaccines are distributed or a new
vaccination program commences. This pack contains information for immunisation providers and,
often, a new Vaccine Order Form. Please take the time to look through these packs. The new vaccine
order form should be used for all future vaccine orders and previous order forms discarded.

