
The ACT Government has invested more than $50 million to expand the Centenary 
Hospital for Women and Children (CHWC). This is an exciting project that will ensure we 
are able to meet the growing health service demand from the Canberra community as 
our population continues to rapidly increase over coming years.

Centenary Hospital for 
Women and Children 
Expansion Project

Improvements to the Paediatric High Care Ward are progressing well with the full ward 
now demolished.  Find out details about all of the elements of this project over the page.

First stages of work already 
underway 
The Development Application (DA) was lodged in late 
April and development approval is expected late 2020. 

With the first stage of work in the Paediatric High 
Care Ward already underway, the next stage of 
the project to begin following DA approval is the 
construction of the Clinical Administration Building 
(below left). This new build will accommodate the 
staff who currently occupy areas within the CHWC 
and need to relocate so work can progress in other 
areas of the hospital.

The location of this new build is the front right-
hand side of the CHWC and will be a two-storey 
building to accommodate clinical, management and 
administration staff. An internal and external walkway 
connecting to the CHWC will be included.

Adolescent Mental Health Unit 
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Canberra Health Services has now signed off the 
100% Preliminary Sketch Design. This milestone 
follows a significant amount of design work over the 
last six months which has included many workshops 
comprising representation from clinicians and staff, 
service representatives such as food services, infection 
control, health technology, work health and safety and 
consumer and carer representatives. 

This means that the floorplans are set and the project 
can now progress to the next stage which will include 
service planning. 

Above: A rendered image of the Adolescent Mental Health Unit and Day Service that will be constructed on the side of of the Centenary Hospital 
for Women and Children on Gilmore Crescent.
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Adolescent Mental Health Unit and Day Unit 
The Adolescent Mental Health Unit (AdMHU) and Day Unit is a new two-storey build that will be embedded to the 
north side of the existing Block A of the CHWC. You can see (below) that the shape of the building is triangular 
with the ground floor housing the Day Unit, and the first floor the AdMHU. The AdMHU will be integrated with the 
existing Adolescent Ward. The facility will include a six bed Adolescent Mental Health Unit that is connected to the 
eight bed Adolescent Ward with shared services. The bedrooms and the central lounge will have a north facing 
aspect and access to a large outdoor courtyard for patients. 

Neonatal Family Support and 
Clinical Administration
A new third floor extension will be added to the top 
of Block F (below) Neonatology Family Support and 
Clinical Administration. This new build will provide an 
expanded new area to support ancillary services and 
families whose infants are being cared for.

Maternity Assessment Unit 
This Project will double the size of the Maternity 
Assessment Unit (MAU) to eight treatment bays and 
will relocate it closer to birthing on Level 3.

Because this service receives women who require 
fetal monitoring and assessment, they are often 
transferred to a birthing room. The new MAU will 
share a central reception with Birthing which will 
create efficiencies for women accessing the service 
they need.

The Adolescent Mental Health 
Day Service will be on the 
ground floor of the new build 
and will have its own pedestrian 
access from Gilmore Crescent.

Day Services will provide a range 
of programs to support individual 
and group therapy, family 
therapy and psycho-education 
to assist with the continued 
recovery of adolescents.

If you need to find out more – visit the Centenary Expansion website at www.health.gov.au and search “Centenary Expansion”

New 16 bed Postnatal ward
A new Postnatal Ward will be built on level 2 which 
will provide for 16 additional single-room postnatal 
beds. Following consideration of a number of options 
about where to build the new ward, it was decided 
that the best option was to relocate the existing 
clinical administration on Level 2 Block F to a new 
Clinical Administration building (pg 1), and refurbish 
the space to provide much needed postnatal 
services in its place.

The single rooms are slightly larger and will all 
include ensuites and day beds for carers and 
spouses. The remainder of the space in this area 
will be reconfigured to provide workstations for 
Obstetrics, Gynaecology and Midcall.

Gynaecological Procedure Room  
The new Gynaecological Procedure Room will be 
located on Level 2 of Block E where the vacated 
Maternity Assessment Unit was located. This is a new 
service and will provide treatment space for adolescents 
and adults who require gynaecological treatment.

Contacts
If you would like more information about this  
project or have a question please email  
CHS.CHWCexpansionproject@act.gov.au. 


